
 
Plot conditions/ requested data  Mid-Atlantic Network 
 

 

SKY/ PRECIPITATION 

Sky Code Explanation Point counts? 

0 Clear or a few clouds Yes 

1 Partly cloudy (scattered) Yes 

2 Cloudy (broken) or overcast Yes 

 

4 Fog or Smoke No 

5 Drizzle No 

6 Rain No 

7 Snow No 

   

WIND 

Wind Speed (Beaufort 

Scale) 
mph Explanation 

Point 

counts? 

0 <1 Smoke rises vertically Yes 

1 1 to 3 Light air; smoke drifts Yes 

2 4 to 7 Light breeze; wind felt on face Yes 

3 8 to 12 Gentle breeze; leaves in constant motion (Yes) 

4 13 to 18 Dust raised; small branches move No 

5 19 to 24 Small trees begin to sway No 

6 25 or more Strong breeze; large branches in motion No 

 



 
Plot conditions/ requested data  Mid-Atlantic Network 
 

 

BACKGROUND NOISE 

Noise Code Decibel (dB) Explanation Point counts? 

0 <40 No background noise (BN) during most of the survey Yes 

1 ~40-45 Faint BN during at least half of the survey Yes 

2 ~45-50 Moderate BN; difficulty hearing birds >100m away Yes 

3 ~50-60 Loud BN; difficulty hearing birds >50m away (Yes) 

4 >60 Intense BN; difficulty hearing birds 25m away No 

    

Data to note and to report on both Field Mapping Card and Field Data Form 

Park Unit = Name of a certain unit (e.g. Spotsylvania) Obs. = Observer, who conducts the point count 

Plot number = Every point count site has a unique number Rec. = Recorder,who records observer’s data on Field Mapping       

Card Date = Day, when point count is conducted (mm/dd/yy) 

Temp. (°C) = Temperature at the end of count Start time = Time, when point count is started (hhmm) 

WS = Wind speed (see plot conditions check above) Series: ‘1’ if it is the first visit (evt.’2’ if you make a second, etc.) 

Noise = Noise code (see plot conditions check above) Sky = Sky code (see plot conditions check above) 

Data to note and report on Field Data Form 

Species: enter  the AOU 4-letter code 

 

Min. = minute during point count the bird was first detected 

(countdown!) 

Type = How was the bird first detected? (A,V,B,F) 

 
Flock= birds moving and behaving in a group (How many?) 

Dist. = distance ( 0= 0-50m; 1=  ≥50m) Comments: problems, uncertain species, etc. 

 


